LETTER TO PRESIDENT:

Please email or fax this letter to contact information provided at http://www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/

President Barack Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500 
Dear President Obama:

As a US citizen of Pakistani heritage, I would like to draw your attention to the recent humanitarian crisis unfolding in Pakistan, a region that you have identified to be the most pressing foreign policy issue faced by your administration.

While the latest military action by the Pakistan army in Swat Valley is timely and fully warranted, one of its fallout has been the problem of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). According to the latest report of the United Nations High Commissioner for refugees (UNHCR) over 360,000 IDPs have already been registered, and their number is projected to swell to about1 million. This is will be the largest internal displacement of people in Pakistan’s history, and the second largest in the world, with the exception of Rwanda. 
http://www.unhcr.org/news/NEWS/4a0847362.html
This gesture will not only greatly boost goodwill towards the United States, it will also act as an insurance policy against any attempt by the  Taliban to take advantage of the misfortune of these people by trying to recruit them with the lure of financial support when they return to their homes. 
As you would recall, provision of helicopters by the United States in 2005 to help the victims of the massive earthquake in the Kashmir region in Pakistan resulted in enormous goodwill towards the United States. While, support at this hour of need will not only help in sustaining the domestic public support in Pakistan for the fight against the brutalities of Taliban, it will be a great investment in the security of the United States as well. 

We must seize this opportunity to win the hearts and minds of these victims of Taliban by providing them with humanitarian aid above and beyond what has already been promised.  If we fail again and abandon these people and do what is not only morally right but strategically appropriate, history will not judge us fairly.  
I urge you to also ask other Countries and International agencies to join us and intensify their efforts to help the IDP’s of the region. 

These people are in dire need of help, your Administration has pledged $4.9 million of humanitarian aid for these displaced individuals. Mr. President, while this support is very welcome, it is equivalent to about $5 per person. As you would agree, it is hard to expect someone to get their life back with $5. A study of rehabilitation costs for similarly displaced persons puts the tag at $1000 per person. I request you to increase humanitarian aid to Pakistan to that level.

President Obama, we will continue to hope that you would support the people fighting our collective war. Please, don't let us down. Please deliver the promise of hope not only to fellow Americans, but also to people who are on our side.

Sincerely,
