Internships at Washington DC 

The Application Process
In the past few years, there has been a noticeable increase in the number of Muslim American undergraduates and graduate students performing internships and fellowships in various Congressional Offices and Committees in Washington, D.C.. 
WHO TO INTERN FOR / WHERE TO SEND AN APPLIATION
·         There are four common ways to apply for Congressional Internships in Washington, DC. It is allowed for students to simultaneously submit applications for each option.

o   Apply for  placement with the two (2) Senators who represent your home state (the state you grew up in or where your parents live)

o   Apply for placement with the Member of Congress (House of Representatives) who represents your home Congressional District

o   Apply for placement with the Member of Congress who represents the Congressional District your University/College is located in

o   Apply for placement in the Senate or House Committee that covers a specific policy issue you are interested in

·         There is no central processing center for Congressional Internship applications. Applicants send their materials directly to each office, to the notice of the Intern/Fellowship Coordinator.

 

APPLYING FOR CONGRESSIONAL INTERNSHIPS
·         Students can apply any time of the year for Congressional Internships. Placements are available for fall, winter, spring, and summer sessions.

·         For Summer Internships, applications should be submitted no later than April 1st. It’s preferable that applications be submitted as early as February 1st… the earlier the better!!!

·         Internships usually last for 8 to 12 weeks. Summer Interns can begin their programs as early as mid-May and most end no later than mid-August.

·         Application materials usually consist of:

o   Cover Letter

o   Resume

o   Contact your Senators and Representatives office and speak with the “Intern Coordinator” to learn if other materials need to be submitted.

§  Visit your university’s Career/Internship Placement Center and ask to review samples of Congressional Internship cover letters and resumes. 

§  Have a school counselor, Chaplain, or “English Major” friend to proof read and review the content of your materials before submitting them!

LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR CONGESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND CMSA
·         Members of Congress:
o   U.S. House of Representatives
o   U.S. Senate
 

PROGRAMS THAT PROVIDE ROOM, BOARD, AND NETWORKING for Congressional Interns
·         DC Based Fellowship Programs: These programs cater particularly to Muslim Americans seeking summer internships in Washington, D.C.

o   Muslim Public Affairs Network (MPSN): This program’s application is separate from the application for Congressional placement. For consideration, you must submit two separate applications: one to MPSN and one to a Congressional Office. Acceptance into the MPSN fellowship program is contingent upon you securing an internship in Congress or any other DC-based public affairs organization.

o   Center for Global Understanding (CFGU): A Partnership with The Washington Center. TWC will find you placement in a Congressional Office or other DC based internship you have interest in as part of the CFGU Fellowship.

·         Congressional Based Internships: The following organizations provide placement in a Congressional Office as part of their summer program. They usually try to place you in an office of a Member of Congress from your state and/or close to your home district. It is still recommend that students apply directly to Offices just in case they are not selected by these organizations for their summer program.

o   Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies (APAICS)
o   Congressional Black Caucus Foundation (CBCF)
o   Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI)
o   The Washington Center (TWC) – For pay service

