 
 
 
 
 
UNDERSTANDING RADICALIZATION AND DE-RADICALIZATION STRATEGIES
  

Saturday, June 19th 2010 
8 30 AM to 8 00 PM
 
Sheraton Hartford Hotel
100 East River Drive
East Hartford, CT 06901
  
  

   

 

8 30 AM                                 Breakfast and Registration
9 30 AM to 12 Noon:            Session I 
12 Noon                                 Lunch Discussion: Civil Rights Civil Liberties. 
1 15 PM to 3 15 PM              Session II
3 15 PM to 3 40 PM             Tea/ Coffee Break                  
3 40 PM to 6 00 PM             Session III
6 30 PM to 8 00 PM             Session IV: Pvt Session: No media.
  

  

 
 
 

Pakistani American Association of Connecticut (PAACT) 
Pakistani American Public Affairs Committee Foundation
(PAKPAC-Foundation)   
CT-Chapter- Association of Physicians of Pakistani Descent of North America. 

 
 
 
 
 
Conference Introduction:

Dr. Saqib Naseer, Vice President, Pakistani American Association of Connecticut (PAACT).  
SESSION I
9: 30 AM to Noon
Causes and Dynamics of Radicalization

Moderator: 

Nadia Naviwala

Nadia Naviwala is a graduate of the Belfer Center International Global Affairs. Naviwala served as Legislative Aide on National Security for a member of the U.S. Senate Committees on Foreign Relations and Armed Services. Her professional experience includes work with the Embassy of Pakistan in Washington, D.C., the U.S. Committee for UNDP, and a prominent government relations firm.
 
Hassan Abbas

“Radicalization trends in South Asia and Their relevance to the West”

Dr. Hassan Abbas is currently a Bernard Schwartz Fellow at the Asia Society’s New York headquarters. Hassan joined Columbia University's South Asia Institute as Quaid-i-Azam Chair Professor in January 2010 and is also a Senior Advisor at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University


Pervez Hoodbhoy

“Radicalization in Pakistan: Past, Present and Future”  

Dr. Prof. Pervez Amirali Hoodbhoy is a Pakistani nuclear physicist and political-defense analyst. He is the professor of nuclear and high-energy physics, and the head of the Physics Department at Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad, Pakistan. He graduated and also received PhD from MIT. Prof Hoodbhoy has written extensively on Radicalization in Pakistan. 
 
 
Professor Adil Najam
“Causes of Radicalization in United States” 

Professor of International Relations and Geography & the Environment. 
The Frederick S. Pardee Professor for Global Public Policy, Director, The Frederick S. Pardee Center for the Study of the Longer-Range Future, Professor, Department of International Relations Professor, Department of Geography and Environment  Adil Najam served as a Lead Author for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), work for which the IPCC was awarded the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize along with Al Gore. In 2009, Najam was appointed to serve on the UN Committee for Development Policy, a 24 member panel that advises the UN Economic and Social Council.
Prof Vernon James Schubel 
“Seeking a Counter-Reformation in Islam: Tradition as an Antidote to Radicalism”
Vernon James Schubel (B.A., Oklahoma State; M.A., Ph.D., University of Virginia), joined the faculty in 1988. In addition to Religion 101 he teaches a variety of courses on Islam, including Classical Islam, Islam in Central Asia, and Sufism; and Religions of South Asia. His primary research interest is Islam in Central and South Asia. He spent seven months as a Fulbright scholar in Multan, Pakistan, in 1989, where he conducted research on centers of Sufi pilgrimage, and in 1996 he spent seven months of research in Uzbekistan. His book, Religious Performance in Contemporary Islam, was published by the University of South Carolina Press in 1993.

Dr. Marc Sageman 

“Violent Extremism- What American Muslims Need to Know about the Process” 
Marc Sageman, Senior Fellow, is an independent researcher on terrorism and the founder of Sageman Consulting, LLC. He holds various academic positions at the University of Pennsylvania, the University of Maryland, and national think tanks including FPRI and the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
 

After graduating from Harvard, he obtained an M.D. and a Ph.D. in sociology from New York University. He spent a year on the Afghan Task Force then went to Islamabad from 1987 to 1989, where he ran the U.S. unilateral programs with the Afghan Mujahedin, and New Delhi from 1989–91. Since 1994, he has been in the private practice of forensic and clinical psychiatry and has had the opportunity to evaluate about 500 murderers.
 

After 9/11, he started collecting biographical material on about 400 Al Qaeda terrorists to test the validity of the conventional wisdom on terrorism. This research has been published as Understanding Terror Networks (University of Pennsylvania Press 2004) and Leaderless Jihad (UPP, 2007). As an expert on Al Qaeda and related terrorist organizations, he has consulted with various branches of the U.S. government, including the National Security Council, the Department of Defense, the Combatant Commanders, the National Laboratories, the Department of Homeland Security, various agencies in the U.S. intelligence community, the U.S. Secret Service, the New York Police Department, and various other law enforcement agencies. 

 
Todd Shea

“Radicalization: Action OR Reaction- Chicken and Egg question?”

Todd Shea, an American who came to volunteer in Pakistan after the 2005 earthquake, a disaster that killed 80,000 people never left. Mr. Shea established a charity hospital in Kashmir called CDRS, or Comprehensive Disaster Relief Services, which provides quality healthcare services to the people in the remote and earthquake-affected areas in northwest Pakistan. Todd lives in Pakistan and has made a far bigger impact on winning hearts and minds of people than any other governmental efforts that may have. He lives amongst the people and has been able to learn first hand on what is happening in the hearts and minds of people on ground. 
   

SESSION II
  1:15 PM to 3:15 PM
Muslims in America: Challenges and Opportunities

Session and Moderator Introduction:
 
Khalid Mahmood, Secretary, Pakistani American Association of Connecticut (PAACT) 

Moderator
Professor Adil Najam

Professor of International Relations and Geography & the Environment. 
The Frederick S. Pardee Professor for Global Public Policy, Director, The Frederick S. Pardee Center for the Study of the Longer-Range Future, Professor, Department of International Relations Professor, Department of Geography and Environment  Adil Najam served as a Lead Author for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), work for which the IPCC was awarded the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize along with Al Gore. In 2009, Najam was appointed to serve on the UN Committee for Development Policy, a 24 member panel that advises the UN Economic and Social Council.

Dr. Yusra Anis-Anwar

“Raising children in America- Home Grown Worriers”

Dr. Yusra Anis-Anwar was born in Pakistan but came to the United States at a young age and completed her elementary education in Wisconsin. Her father’s employment in the United Nations led her to Saudi Arabia where she finished her high school education. Yusra completed her Medical School at Aga Khan University in Karachi, Pakistan following which she came to Connecticut in 1992 to train at the University of Connecticut Health Center in Internal Medicine and specialize in Hypertension and Vascular Diseases. Since 2000 she has been working as a Primary Care Physician in Connecticut. She has two children and is actively involved in their lives both at school and outside school.
 
 
Yasmine Hafiz

“Challenges and Opportunities for American Muslim Youth”

Author of a best seller book, “American Muslim Teenagers Hand Book” 
Yasmine Hafiz, a student at Yale University, and speaks nationally and internationally on the culture of America’s Muslim youth. 

The American Muslim Teenager’s Handbook, has been called accessible and provocative, is a fresh perspective on Islam updated for the 21st century.  The essentials of Muslim beliefs are interspersed with lively commentary and quotes from American Muslim teenagers.  Each chapter deals with a timely subject in Islam, beginning with excerpts from the Quran and a teen-friendly interpretation of that verse, then offering real-world examples that illustrate the essence of Muslim life 

Dr. MGM Qureshi
 
“How times have changed? Being an American Muslim now VS the past.”
Dr. Qureshi started his medical training at Dublin Royal College in Neonatology and Pediatrics. He had the rare and privileged opportunity to train and teach in educational facilities in England, Scotland and Wales. He continued his career in Jinnah Hospital Karachi as a private practitioner and came to host his own radio and television programs related to child health care. He availed the opportunity to come to the United States to join a research program related to Pediatrics in Bristol Connecticut and later joined Blue Cross Blue Shield Claims department. He moved to Houston where he climbed the corporate ladder in the health care insurance company. Because of various health setbacks, he has been able to see the American society both thru the prism of a physician and as a patient. He has remained optimistic at all times and a role model for his family and community

 
Haroon Moghul

“Challenges and opportunities in our Masajids (Mosques) in US” 

Haroon Moghul was Director of Public Relations at the Islamic Center at New York University (NYU) from 2007-2009. Currently, he is Executive Director of The Maydan Institute, a communications and consulting company devoted to improving relationships and increasing understanding between Muslims and the West.


Muntasir Sattar

“Social Change and Opportunities for South Asian Youth: Self Help Initiative” 

Muntasir Sattar, is currently the Young Men's Development Coordinator for the South Asian Youth Action (SAYA), he has previously served as the Academic Program Manager at South Asian Youth Action. He is a graduate of Reed College and currently a student at Teachers College in New York. He just completed his first year in an anthropology and education doctoral program.

South Asian Youth Action (SAYA!) was founded in 1996 with the mission to create social change and opportunities for South Asian youth to realize their fullest potential. It is the only organization in the country dedicated to providing non-sectarian comprehensive youth development services to the South Asian community—one of the fastest growing minority groups in New York City.  SAYA! Provides low-income South Asians, ages 5 to 19, with academic support, leadership development and athletic opportunities that equip them for healthy and successful lives in the United States. 

SESSION III
3:40 PM to 6:00 PM 
SOLUTIONS  

Moderator:

Dr. Saud Anwar

Dr. Anwar is the Founder and Co Chair of the American Muslim Peace Initiative. He is also the Past President of the Pakistani American Association of Connecticut, and the Pakistani American Public Affairs Committee.  

Ambassador Husain Haqqani, Ambassador of Pakistan to United States

“The Pakistan –United States Partnership for Prevention of Radicalization”

Ambassador Husain Haqqani is Pakistan's Ambassador to the United States in Washington, DC.A trusted advisor of late Pakistani Prime Minister, Ms. Benazir Bhutto, Ambassador Haqqani is known as a Professor at Boston University and Co-Chair of the Hudson Institute's Project on the Future of the Muslim World as well as editor of the journal ‘Current Trends in Islamist Thought' published from Washington DC.
Ambassador Haqqani came to the U.S. in 2002 as a Visiting Scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in Washington DC and an adjunct Professor at the School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) at Johns Hopkins University. He is a leading journalist, diplomat, and former advisor to Pakistani Prime ministers.

Margo Schlanger

“Securing America while Protecting our Civil Rights”  
 
Margo Schlanger, Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, DHS (CRCL). CRCL office’s activities include particular attention to outreach and communication with American Arab, Muslim, Sikh, Somali, and South Asian communities. Congress established this position, reporting directly to the Secretary, to, among other things, “assist the Secretary, directorates, and offices of the Department to develop, implement, and periodically review Department policies and procedures to ensure that the protection of civil rights and civil liberties is appropriately incorporated into Department programs and activities,” and to “review and assess information concerning abuses of civil rights, civil liberties, and profiling on the basis of race, ethnicity, or religion, by employees and officials of the Department.
  

  
DHS Representaive- TBD

“Partnership with Community for Securing United States” 
Dr. Steve Eichel
“The Psychological Web of the Extremist Mind and How to undo it?” 
 

Dr. Eichel helped in the understanding and management of the “Beltway Sniper” Lee Malvo’s case as well as other terrorist cases in custody. He is Forensic Psychologist with experience and interest in violent extremism. His efforts in treating extremists from many faith communities gives him an insight into better prevention, identification and treatment of these cases before they reach the point of forensic psychology.  
 


Michael Langone

“Violent Extremism- Using the Cult Experience for Rehabilitation.”

Michael D. Langone, is a psychologist who specializes in research about "cultic groups" and alleged psychological manipulation. He is executive director of the International Cultic Studies Association, editor of the journal Cultic Studies Review. Langone is author and co-author of several books and has published numerous articles. In 1995 he was named visiting scholar at Boston University's Albert Danielsen Center for the Study of Religion and Psychology and did research comparing former members of a cultic group and of two mainstream religious groups regarding psychological distress and members' perceptions of abusiveness
  

Alejandro J. Beutel

“Building Bridges to Strengthen America”
Alejandro J. Beutel is Muslim Public Affairs Committee's Government Liaison. Alejandro has authored several academic papers, articles and reports on topics of Islam, international security, religious liberty and democratization. In addition, Alejandro has addressed several government, academic and civil society forums on these topics. He has also been quoted and featured in the New York Times, the Christian Science Monitor, the Boston Globe, CNN, Al-Jazeera English, IslamOnline.net, Fox News, the Huffington Post, and MSNBC's Hardball with Chris Matthews.

Alejandro  is also most recently the author of MPAC’s new Countering Violent Extremism and Counterradicalization policy paper “Building Bridges to Strengthen America.” He is also the creator and manager of the "MPAC Post-9/11 Terrorism Incident Database", which tracks and analyzes Muslim and non-Muslim violent extremist plots against the United States since September 11, 2001.

Currently a Master's Degree candidate in Public Policy at the University of Maryland, College Park, Alejandro received his Bachelors of Science in International Relations and Diplomacy at Seton Hall University.

   

SESSION IV
 

6:30 to 8:00 PM  
 

CLOSE DOOR SESSION

  

Private Session: Not open to Press: Will not be recorded OR Webcasted.
  

  

NCTC: What the Community Needs to know

Moderator: M. Saud Anwar

Shaarik H. Zafar, Esq.

Deputy Chief, Global Engagement Group

Directorate of Strategic Operational Planning

National Counterterrorism Center

Ryan R. Gelvin

Global Engagement Group 
Directorate of Strategic Operational Planning

National Counterterrorism Center

DHS: What the Community Needs to know

Margo Schlanger 
Civil Right Officer
Office of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
Department of Homeland Security

Name TBD

Office of Intelligence and Analysis

Department of Homeland Security

 

  

DeRadicalization Workshop: 
Using Cult Workshop Experience
Dr. Michael Langone and Associates
 

