
 Turning Point for Women and Families
There is a serious lack of resources available to the Muslim community in New York and so Turning Point for Women and Families was founded in December 2004 as the first community-based non-profit agency in New York City to directly address domestic violence in the Muslim community.  In a culturally and religiously sensitive environment, we provide social services to Muslim women and children affected by domestic violence regardless of their ethnicity. A majority of the women however are South Asian immigrant women who do not speak English and are often marginalized by poverty or immigration status and may have also suffered from the backlash of 9/11. 
Through our DIRECT SERVICES PROGRAM, we create a safe, non-judgmental and nurturing environment and offer Muslim women free and confidential services in the following areas:

· Crisis intervention and safety planning

· Individual counseling

· Support groups

· Advocacy

· Referrals to Legal Services (Matrimonial and Immigration)

· Emergency cash assistance, metro cards and winter clothing

· Information about Child Safety Laws and Immigrants’ Rights

Through our YOUTH MENTORING PROGRAM, we bring together school and college going Muslim girls/young women for weekly group meetings and annual workshop series and social events.  Teenaged Muslim girls and young women develop self-esteem and confidence as they learn to navigate their way through issues critical to them such as peer, familial, and societal pressures as well as ethnic, religious and gender discrimination.  They also acquire leadership and communication skills and learn to challenge stereotypes. 

Our COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND EDUCATION PROGRAM on raising awareness about the dynamics, issues and impact of domestic violence on women, children, families and communities.  We strive to challenge the denial and break the silence around domestic violence by demonstrating that it is unacceptable I Islam and is a crime in the United States.  We urge community members not to look the other way when they recognize abuse in families and hold perpetrators responsible.  Indeed our entire community needs to step up and take responsibility in order to put an end to this problem. 
To address the acute shortage of social workers in the Muslim community we have a SOCIAL WORK SCHOLARSHIP AND INTERNSHIP PROGRAM which offers opportunities to Muslim students to train with us and acquire skills that will help them serve the needs of the Muslim community.  In order to address the acute shortage of social workers in our community and to encourage Muslim students to recognize the need to study and train in this area and become a valuable resource to our community, Turning Point has launched a scholarship fund in collaboration with the Hunter College School of Social Work and offers to pay the full tuition for one female student who aspires to accomplish a graduate degree in Social Work.  The eligibility requirements and application form will be posted on our website in early summer.  
We need to raise the bar in our community and become a model of professional services provided by professionals.  And we need our community’s support in order to continue providing services to our community and strengthen our organization so it can continue to be a valuable resource to our community for generations to come.  
Please visit our website at www.turningpoint-ny.org to learn more about Turning Point or to make an online donation.  You can also mail a check to: Turning Point for Women and Families, P.O. Box 670086, Flushing, NY 11367

Anyone in the NYC area need of our services can call our office at 718-883-9400 Mondays-Fridays 10:00 am – 6:00 pm. In case of an emergency please call 911.
