	REAL ID ACT
	PASS ID ACT

	Retains Security Standards of REAL ID

	Establishes national security standards for state issued identification documents, including security features to protect the physical integrity of the identification document, record retention standards, and standards related to documents that may be accepted by a state DMV.
	Establishes national security standards for state issued identification documents, including security features to protect the physical integrity of the identification document, record retention standards, and standards related to documents that may be accepted by a state DMV.

	Promotes Implementation

	12 states have enacted “anti-REAL ID” laws, virtually eliminating the chance that REAL ID can ever be implemented nationally.


	All States—including those who have enacted “anti-REAL ID” laws—will be on a path to compliance with national security standards for state issued identification documents.


	Legal Presence

	Requires the applicant to prove legal presence in the United States.


	Requires the applicant to prove legal presence in the United States.



	Standards for Source ID Documents

	Establishes national standards for source document verification that rely on untested electronic verification capabilities.  


	Establishes national standards for source document verification, including electronic verification against existing Federal databases (SAVE and SSOLV) and authorizes a state-to-state demonstration project to test the feasibility of electronic verification of source documents.

	Address of Principal Residence

	Requires a person’s address of principal residence to be printed on their license or ID.
	Allows states to implement common-sense exceptions to this requirement to enhance public safety, e.g., individuals in witness protection and victims of domestic abuse and stalking.

	Compliant License Marking

	Requires a clear marking only on non-REAL ID compliant licenses.
	Requires states to mark compliant IDs as compliant.

	Protection for Personally-Identifiable Information

	Lacks protections for the safeguarding of personally-identifiable information.
	Mandates additional protections for the safeguarding of personally-identifiable information stored by states.

	Database Sharing

	Requires states to allow access to each other’s motor vehicle databases, imposing significant costs and creating substantial privacy concerns.
	Requires states to establish procedures to confirm that applicant is terminating or has terminated identification document in any other state, but prohibits national database of license or ID information.

	Physical Security

	Requires states to provide for the physical security of locations where drivers licenses and identification cards are produced and the security of document materials and papers from which driver’s licenses or security cards are produced.
	Requires states to provide the same level of physical security. 

	Implementation Date

	Requires states to commit to compliance by Dec. 31, 2009 with final implementation occurring in 2017. 
	Requires states to begin issuing compliant driver’s licenses and IDs one year after DHS issues final regulations, sooner that the REAL ID date of 2017. 

	Cost of Key Database Checks to States

	Requires states to pay for access to Federal databases to verify the immigration status and social security number of applicants. 
	Provides free access to Federal databases to states to verify the immigration status and social security number of applicants.

	Preemption of State Laws

	Does not accommodate state laws that are more protective of privacy.
	Accommodates for state privacy laws that are consistent with but more stringent than PASS ID.


